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HE neighbors all lvoked upon it asa very
happy marriage. A year had pawsad
nce Frank Amory came with his deli-
cate. golden-haired wite to live in the
little chalet-like ecoitage just at the
of the hill. Adels Amory had been

foot
the deaghter of a New York clergyman, and

some of her recent associates here in D
said of her that she was quite too prim and
puritanic to suit their taste at all.

But hero they were indeed wroag. Adela
was merely shy and reserved.

“1 sometimes think,” her husband would say
to her, “that you are never just your real seif
except when yon're with me.” .

Then Adela’s blue eves would kindle, an
perhaps she would rumain meaningly silent
perhaps she would geatly answer: ““So long as
that is true, Frank, I've no reason for com-
plaint.”

Still it nettled Frank a littla to think that

people should imagine his wife dull and un-
compamon:ble. e was himsclf the soul of
vivacity and liveliness. a young, athletic fellow
with a short, dark curling beurd, eyes that
were black stars and a smile that eonld some-
how warm your beart Lefore you heard his
voive. He used to say of himself that he was
by instinet a loafer, but by profession a Wall
street stockbroker, though it was reported of
bim that his proceedings amony the parlicus
of hazard implied anything rather than Iazi-
nese. During the first few mouths alter their
marriage they had hved in New York, for
though Frank's means were varinble, they were
still in no sense meager. But at the eud of 2
summer's sojourn in D—— Adela had begged
ber husband to stay on in their pretty cottage
throughout the winter,

She bad bad Ler seerct reasons for putting
forward this plea. and Frank more than vaguely
realized them. Certain things had happened
during that town life of theirs which had b.t-
ten mdelibly into poor Adela’s memory. There
Lad been evenings—there had also been a fow
midnights—when Fraonk had come home ag he
wonld not have eared to sce himself could he
have done so with a sober guze. To Adela
these episodes had teen frauzht with an almost
dulirions horror. In vain Frank had told her
that what had bappened to him bappened to
hundreds of other men. He might as weli
heve tried to convince her that if a thander-
boit had plunged through the roof of their
cozy little Lexiugton avenue house the calas-
tropne woald bave been only a trifle,

He dearly loved her, and at length made her
asolemn vow that he wonld never touch wine
again; for although duys of perfeet solf-control
wouid enter by protracted periods into Lis life,
he would be sare sooner or later to cross that
boundary which divides continence from excess,
But even this promise, after awhile, lost its
potency. One day, feeling rather jaded and
il be took stimulant, *‘just as a medicine,”
aud that which had now become the unnsual-
ness of the dranght provoked sudden aud
strong craving for more. Adelasuffered anguish
ouce again, and Frank made no concealment of
his bitter repentance.

At the same time he told his wife that com-
plete abstinence would not, in his case, by any
means prove possible. He had hosts of busi-
ness friends and club friends who were forever
tempting him: there were certain times. in fact,
whean for him to drink nothing would amonnt
to an uncivil act: be had thougit the whole
master carefuily ovér, and there was only one
thing for him to do.

Tremnlionsly Adela asked him what that one
thing was, She bhad a thrilling dread lest he
might be about to mention an asylum for in-
ebriates. She remembercd having heard that
there are such melancholy and mysterious
piaces in existence.

But Frank had meant nothing of this gloomy
sort. “I'm econvinced, Adela,” he now de-
clared, -*that I shall have to go on with my
glasa or two of claret at dinner and my one or
two ‘nighteaps’ afterward, just as [ did o few
weeks ago, I've oiten heard, darling, that
swearing off is the worst thing a man can do,
and now [ clearly understand why. Bo to-
morrow or next day—as soon as I can get over
thus hateful, ‘seedy’ feeling—I'll recommence
the old life.”

He did. and at first with signal success, Put
one night, at a Delmonico dinner, he wholly
loet bis head, and thus it happencd that Adela
saw him still again in a state which it dealt her
acutest torture to look upon.

She conceived the idea thatif they should
pass the winter at D—— Frank would be more
tilied with a duteons domestic sense on the one
band and less visited on the other ct{l those
allurements which were constantly ing to

WE CALLED ON HIS NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR.
bim while in town. His friends would recollect
that he “lived in the country” and so leave him
out of their bangnets and other merry makings.
All through those lonz aud rather lonely
months Ad-la bad no canse to regret her new

lan. A certain train brought Frank up from |

New York every evening, and except for an
occasional whist party at the houss of one or
two of the neighbors he woald keep indoors
from then until bed time. Last summer ho
had not behaved haif so well. The spacious
hotel rose only about a guarter of a mile dis-
tant, and while that was open and in funll flare
of summer gayoty he was dangerousiy fond of
loitering abont its huge piazzas, whence the
journey to its bar room would mean but a few
Tacile steps.  More than once Adela had wept
hot tears over what had happened in the ecare-
less company of Frank's hotel friends,

Now when another spring came around, mel-
lowing the garden beds and puiting litile tufts
of feathery green on the willow tres at the
Rate. Adzsia began to have new Visitations of
adread. [Everything had gone on so well
through the wiater. What if summer should
change it all?

And then she tried to take com’ort in the
thought that her husband had shrunk and
wonld #till shrink for weeks yet from dealing
her the slightest pain. Not that he ever really
wanted to do s0. Adela kncw just how doapl'r
bhe loved her and could not fail to see the
poignancy of his remorse after each aet of
folly and weakness had lnid resolution jow and
cast its insnlt upon his manbood. PBut as a
certain very sweet and tender hope grew in
both their wedded hearts it bad sarely flung
about Frank's a spell of the Kindliest consider-
ston, vigilance and chivalry, Adela’s wistful
face, with the new expectant look im its eyes,
woald have risen almos: rlp&bl_v to haunt him
if while absent from her he had felt the
least untoward impulse. And so moderation
ruled all his ways, with never a single hint of
treapass,  If Le bad had troubles perhaps there
might have been peril for bhim evon now, at a
time when his treasured wife had become still
dearer to him with so mystcrious and pathetic
& potency, for his naturc was oue that might
seek relief from care ju the fevers of drink. At
present, bowever, his affuirs were bLuoyantly
prosperous, The stock market, that electric
repository of tempest and earthquake, bad
been for wecks delightfally quiescent,
while at the same wume far from any
state of exasperating dullness, Frank felt that
he bad nothing whatever to worry about and
(ns be thought of Adels and the scbtle, fas-
cinating change i her) a great deal to pleas-
arabiy anticipate,

CHAPTER IL

During the early days of May, however, a
little cloud of annoyance revealed itwell, At
first it was a very small cloud indeed, though
graduslly it assumed much larger proportions,
Direcily mext door to the Amorys dweltan
elderly man pamed Rothsay, who had the re-
ute of be extremely wealthy, although
is rnnorl.-‘lih all othe;: w::e.h concern

e8, may have n
. Rothsay had et

became disinchined to admit the truth of any
such charge, since whenever they met he found
himself treated with u good deal of rough
though distinet courtesy.

Yot Frank at length had reason to reverse
his decision. The modest iittle vegetable gar-
den at the back of his honse was separated
from a large meadow of Rothsay's by ouly the
most insecure of fences. Withiu this mendow
the Rothsay cows were left ail dav to graze,
and more than once they broke throuzh into
Frank's domain. The resn't. ax voual in such
cascs, each time proved disasirvas. IFrank's
man remonstrated with one o Hothsay's numer-
ous men, and several t mes the fence was re-
paired. But in so slovealy and haphazard a
wa¥ was LLis reparation performed thai one
partivalar little short-horned eow with n wicked

Inck eye found slight diffienity in committing
fresh pranks o! demolition. And at last Frank
determined to see Mr. Rothsay and settio the
matter, if ke could, both amicabiy and perma-
nently,

Ile called npon his pext-door neighbor one
morning before going into town. He had heard
that Rothsay was given to occasional fits of
intemperance and felt therefore not quite so
eurprised as he might otherwise have been to
find him ing the floor of a rather vulgarly
furnished sitting room with blood shot eyes
and a morose mouth., Still, whatever rear have
happened on the previous evening he was by
o means in lis cups now. But he chose to
treat Frank very uncivilly abont the feuce,

“Iean's be expected to spend a small for-
tune, Mr. Amory,” he said, “*for r.hndpurposo of
protecting a few of your potatoes and cabbnges,
That fence has already been repaired three
times,"

“*And very badly each time,” said Frank,
with a thread of ire in his voice, “Desides, if
it had been repaired a hundred {imes, Mr.
Rotheay, and always insufticiently, that would
by no means remove from me the right to make
my complaint.”

Rothsay shrugged his solid shoulders ard
gcowied a Lttle, *Oh, it wduldn't?” he mut-
tered. “Makinz a complaint and having it
listened to are not exactly the same."

“They're the same in & matter of this sort,
amonz gentlemen—alwavs,” returned Frank.
feeling his norves tingie as ho spoke.

“Poh." said his host, with 2 tosa of his un-
kempt head, a sudden thrusting of both hands
into his pockets; ~it's the opinion of my man
Peter that your man Matthew weakens his re-
Eniru at night just so that, sooner or later, I'll

ave to put up a new fence.”

“Your man Peter wouldn't dare say sucha
thiug to me.” cried Frank, *Matthew's as de-
cent and bonest a fellow as evog breathed,”

At this Nolhsay showed a set of somewhat
dingy teeth in an almost sardovic smile, “I've
a good deal of confidence myself,” he drawled
tantalizingly. *“in the moral principle of Peter.”

““What a rowdy I've got to deal with,” silently
reflected Frank, But aloud he said with terse-
ness and no little seif-restraint: It all comes
to this. I think, Mr, Rothsay: The fence is
yours and vour cattie Dbreak through it. In
order to prevent such proceedings cither proper
repairs should ‘be made or else a new feuce
built altogether. Which of these two things
are you willing to do?”

Pothsay threw back his head and stroked his
chin with a most irritatingly ruminant air,
“I'll - er— consider,” he began; ~[—"

“Please do consider,” struck in Frank very
sharply. And he arose, hurt and stung to the
quick. passing forth at once from the house.

All that day while in town be felt a tempta-
tion to drink. It is the fault of our too perfect
civilizntion, perhaps, that comparative trifles
will afilict us with an extraordinary discomfort.
Frank felt now and then as if & burr were
sticking 1 his mustache and he had bean for-
bidden to comb it out. Bat he resisted all de-
sires to win forgetfulness of Rothsay’'s affront.

FRANK RAISED HIS KNOTTED FIST,

That same night a new depredation took place
in bis garden and with more destructive effect
than ever before., When the news was brought
to Frank he was at broakfast. Adela saw how
pale he wrned and broke out worriedly

**Oh, Frunk, don't mind it so much;
no use,”

“No use?” he replied. And then he gave a
little curt, dry laugh. *‘Laife isn’t worth living
if we've got to bear snch insults as these.”

He left ihe breakfast room and went out into
his garden. What he saw there made him torn
paler yet. Happeninz to let bis eves stray
across the Lroken fence he perceived Rothsay,
who stood in converse with one of his farm
hands,

Frank went nearly as close up to the fence
as its bars would allow.

“Mr. Rothsay,” he called.

Either baving previonsly feigned not to see
Fraok or in troth not having seen him, Roth-
say now turned with a cool “Well?" and a slight
arrogant fintter of the evelida,

“I have only this to tell you,” rang Frank's
next words. “If any of vour cattle cross into
my land agnin I will shoot them—and shoot
them dead.”

He walked away, almost fearing to remain
there longer. lest he should qnite lose control
of his temper; and on Adela’s account this
would be an event keenly undesirable.

He omitted to bear in mind during that
same day, however, what an undesirable
course it would be to let liquor gain with him
the least headway, It is always very easy to
drink in Wall street, if one is so inclined. To
the habitual drinker, indeed, abstinence is a
difficult ordeal. since he is at every turn as-
sailed by old couvivialists who crave his com-
pany.

Frank narrowly mazod missing his usnal
train thatafternoon. The moment Adela looked
at him she felt that something was wroug. He
ha‘i of late always drank claret at dinner, and
now he drank it more freely than ever. These
fresh potations loosened his tongue in an un-
wonted way, nud set him talking with hot
vahemenece of Rothsay's insolent behavior,

He declared to Adela that his Phns were fully
formed. Matthew and himself were to take
turns in keeping guard over the vegetable
garden all night for the next threec weeks,
Either of them would be armed with a pistol,
and the first head of cattle that showed itself
on the Amory grounds should receive a buliet
in its brain,

Adela silently shivered as she heard of this
resolve. Iu her weak and over-sensitive state
it was cruelty unquestiouable for Frank to
speak as he did.  5till, he was no doubt guilt-
less of the least really unkind intention, And
vet apart from anlarming Adela, his conduct
wounded her to the core. After dinner he lit
a cigar and left her, apparently quite oblivious
that she had seated bersclf on the little piazza,
according to custom. and was waiting for his
presence there at her side. Adela strove to
console herself with the thought that after all
it was not half so bad as it might be. True
Frank had evidently drauk during the day a
those subsequent glasses of claret had not by
any means ciearcd his brain. DBat now, thank
heaven, he was there at D— and not in New
York. This evening she would try and persuade
him to go to bed carly. Then tomorrow morn-
iag be would be achanged maa, dreadfully
sorry and contrite, as he always was alter
similar follies.

5o Adela sat there building her little castle
of hupe, which Frank suddenly appeared apd
demolished as though it had been a child’s
house of cards,

“I'm going over to the hotel for a little
while,” he said,

“*Over to the hotel!” repeated Adela, with the
color dyiug out of her face. *Oh, Frank!
You'd better not!™

He looked at her somewhat annoyedly. “I
shan't be loug," he said, ohn Traf-
ford had come up for the summer and I'd like
"o walked Sie ok

o walked away, pufing , while
Adela watched him l:::th a quick throbbing
heart. He had uever left her like this before,
Unce or twice she was on the verge of fly
g::r hlin to the gate, but some restral

. 1t was not pique, for of that was in-
“REH' least toward him,
the

there's

t eveniug was exquisite and she saton
until the heavens had

whitely thronged with stara. By degrees she

grc'l?ﬂf. more concerned about Frapk.

ine o'clock changed into ten and yet he did

not veturn. Finally she decided to visit the

chors ‘Siviance off. - Night ‘bosesss mete wid.

rel was in And oh. it was so borri-

2«3,?-. 1 m‘»'ﬁm
resem

self, and yet g likenu:as, after all, was un-

mistakable. His face had a bloated look: his

eves rolled he tr d and stumbled.
Adcls felt -% hlﬂipzzuld bronk. She

wanted to out, but dared not. Then again
it -e:hmodh that she had tho courage. but
not the |

d

Frank raised his knotted fist and shook it in
Rothsay's fuce, Rothsay clowored and hnd the
mien of one about to strike. Frauk stood de-
Ban:, and the words that hia wif> heard ring
out from hs }ips were pucked with insult, The
next instant he appeared in the bright-lit door-
WAY, loliowed‘bf the man whom he had justso
hotly addrease

Rothsay cuught Frank by the shoulder.
Adela gasved a* she saw the two men fromt
each other. And thena great horror took bold
of her, for she peréeived that her husband's
assailant bore a pistol. Frank was reeling; he
envisnged Rothsay, and his hanis were
clenched. His condition was pitiable; he counld
hardly stand. He shook off the hand of Roth-
say, however, and glared fierce challenge. It
was evident that his opponent had alsv been
drinking.

*Oh, my God!" thought Adela, *‘will poor
Fraok be mad ¢nough to face that pistol?”

PEOPLE HUBRIED FROM THE BAR ROOM.

Then » report sounded and Frank fell.
Adela gave a wild shriek, rushing forward
People hurried from the bar room. The
athered about her, while she erouched wi
er husband’s bleeding head in her lap,

CHAPTER 1IL

Frank lingered botween life and death for
several weeks. They strove to keep Adela
from his bedside, but without effect. She in-
sisted upon nursing him. Rothsay was ar-
rested and only permitted to leave prison
when it was decided that Frank would un-

doubtedly recover, He had been ill a month
when Adela's child was born. At first his im-
mediate recovery had been thought certain,
but nfterward it was found that Rothsay's ma-
levolent bullet had ploughed deeper than the
physicians had supposed. Frank became tho
victim of & cercbral trouble that threatened
his reason and prostrated him for many weary
months. Poor Adela wus too sick herself to
kuow the exnct timc at which his Wall street
friends bore him from the cottage in D—— and
placed him under the eare of specialista,

For many months Frauk lingered at the sani-
tarium whither he had been brought. Adela
suffered torturos of suspense and yearning, but
it was not deemed admissible for her to meet
him. His malady was of that pecaliar and
delicate kind which the least emotional flurry
would have increased, and perhaps with re-
sults promptiy fatal. At last, however, his re-
covery became a matter of complete certainty.,
The seusitive organism of the brain bad finally
yielded to medical and surgical treatment,
Frank felt like one who has : wakened from a
long, drowsy dream. He had never been really
insane; a kind of stupor had veiled actualitios
for him, and through the departing mist of
this prepossession his new interest amd joy in
life burned out with ardent intensity,

To see Adela ngain was a delicious experience,
They met at the sanitarium just Lefore his
sanctioned departure, Adela could learcel{
speak for her tears. Duatshe found voice enoug:

to answer a few of Frank's questions.

“Qur child is a boy, theu,” he said. “I'm
lad of that. Tell me, Adela, does ho look
ke me or like you?”

“Like you, Frank" she answered. “At least’
I—I think so. I—I am not quite aure.” .

“Why didn't you bring “ an?"
queriod Frank. “I do so wish- ¥ '
brought him! 8till, I'll him _
17 He must be old—real by this,”

“Yes, Frank." et UL

“He eau walk, can he not?” -

“Yes,”

“How sadly you s¢em ak of him, Adela!
I hope he's well. . You. 4 mean he's
foeble or sickly, do P,

“No.” And then A bitrst into a passionate

flood of tours. clnéping her huwband's neck
with both arms and bewildering Frank by what
appeared to him the most causeless cmotion.

t was a lovely spring day when Frank came
home to the cottage at D——, For some time
he and Adela talked togcther in the old famil-
iar sitting room down stairs. Then suddenly
Frank remembercd the child,

“*Adels,” he excluimed, *"in my happiness at
being near youn aguin I've forgotten him,”

*Hun, Frank?"”

“Yes—little—Frank—our son, Where is he?
Can’t I see him? I want to see him so much.”

Adela slowly rose from her husband's side.
Frank rose, too. and stared a# her wonderingly
because she had grown on a sudden so unac-
countably pale.

*Marguret, the ngrse, is—is with little Frank
now,” stammered Adela. “I—I will find her
and—nand tell her to—to bring him kere,”

As his wife left the room Fraunk asked him-
self what her agitation could possibly be caused
by. Bhe did mot remain away long. On her
return he saw that she was trembling and that
her cyes Flmcrod with unshed tears, y

“Adela!” he exciaimed, and caught her in his
arms. “You're suffering, my dear, and I think
I can guess why.”

she let her head drop against his breast.
“No, Frank—no, I'm sure you cannot guess.”

“Qur little one, Adela——"

She lifted her head and stared into his
e “Yes—woll—what of Lim?—what of lit-
tﬁmnk?"

“He i deformed—or blind, perhaps,”

“Not blind,"” she said, biting her lipa. “Not
blind—no,” !

“Deformed, then?"

As those words wero spoken a step sounded
in one of the doorways, Frank and Adela both
tarned. It was the nurse, Margaret, with her
charge. Adela at once dismissed her, taking
little Frank’s hand and leading him toward his
father,

“My God!" faltered Frank, sinking into a
chair and gazing at the child with horrified
eyes. ““That—ihat staggering walk, Adela,
what does it mean?”

The child in his movements of body, limbe
and head suggostod an almost imbecile state ot
drunkenness, His face was notm o, but
ita expression seemed completely bereft of in-
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toumn“ndmn. In a eertain
way Frank ted her secming stérnncss of
revengedfor the love which grew up in his
heart toward his little unfostuuate so4 -took
the form of & gontle consolation. Ile became
%o passionately aitached to the child that s

i

A CERTAIN AGE Ci OF BLESSING,
infirmities no longer shocked him. And wet,
one day when he heard of a fawous physician
who had wrought wonderful cures of nervons
diseases he eagerly sought what helpfal
change science might effcct.

The physician at first scemed doubtful of hin
own curative powers,  Bat later lie consented
to attempt a course of treatment which proved
drastic and yet was crowued, alter three good
yoars, with perfect success,

In this was Frank's bitter punishment turned
out to be a more lenicnt one than he had
dreamed of believing it. 1lis boy is now a
strong, healthy and clear-minded lad, whcse
pareuts never guze upon him except with
eithier conscious or instinctive gratitude. Aund
yet Adela’s thankfulness has always been
keener than Frank's. This may scarcely be
wondered at. A mother’s love always the
hardier, as it is always the holier,

LOOKING BACKWARD,
A Romantlc and Emotional Wife and a
Practical Husbaad.

—

From the New York Timnes,

“0Oh, Gregory, it's the very place!”

Mr.Gregory Ffrench glanced in the direction
indicated by his wife's exclamation and saw
the wide windows, open doors and marble hall
beyond of a fashionable restaurant,

“Well?" he said inguiringly.

“Well,” echoed Mrs. Ffrench with some sar-
casm, *“‘how like a man! Why, don't you see
it's the very place where we took dinner that
summer before we were married. I came on
with mamma, you know, to shop, and you ran
down for the last day or two to fetch us home,"

I recall all of that, of course.” replied Mr,
Ffrench, **but this particular restaurant arouses
no fuintest wave of reminiscences concerning
that trip."

*“Oh, Gregory!" reproachfully now, ‘“‘don't
vou recall we had been down to the seashore,
and when we got back mamma was so tired we
put her in a cnb at the ferry, to go directly to
the hotel. while youn and I walked across the
city to this restaurant and had such a dslight-
ful tete-a-tete dinner?”

~I remember the sea trip and your mother's
nnlamented fatigue and the dinuer,” asseuted
Mr. Ffrench, “but not this place at all. I doubt
if 1t be the one.”

“Oh. 1t's sure to be!" said_kis wife enqerly.
“I cannot be mistaken. Do, Gregory, let us
go in and renew our emotions of ten years
a .‘U
‘3With all my heart, my dear,” replicd her
husbapd, I way find them inside—the emo-

fons, | mean, not the years,”

Ouce within Mrs. Ffrench looked earefully
abont her. A waiter stepped forward and drew
chairs from a table close by.

“Oh, no! not here,” she dissented, and she
stood for a moment, evidently in deep reflec-
tion, before she crossed the room with a cer-
tain preity fussiness of decision to covers laid
near a corner window. *“‘This is the actual
spot, L think,” she said delightedly, and they
sat down,

Mr. Frrench studied the menu, while his wife
-unfolded her napkin.
= *'g‘lnd now,” he said, “what will you have to

rs. Flrench gazed thoughitully out of the
window a moment before she answered: 1

. +} should like.it-ta be the same, but it couldn't
'| have béen soft-shell crabs. you know."

Mr. Ffrench looked his perplexity.

*I mean, 1 want some soft-shell crabs, but I
cculdn’t have ordered them that night, for we
bad been by the sea all day, and, of course, we
had eaten thatsort of thing."”

*Perhaps you had a steak with mushrooms,”
suggested Mr. Firench. “You have always
bee¢n fond of it,"

“Possibly I did. You see, we had been en-
gnged some time."

Mr. Firench waited,

“Of course, in the first tenderness of con-
fessed love I could never have ordered steak
with mushrooms—no woman could—it would
have beecn too—too—solid, you know,” and
Mrs. Ffrench looked over at her husband as if
she had made cverf;t.hing plain,

Mr. Ffrench hid his want of perception in a
swallow of ice water.

*“Well,” he said, wiping his mustache, *‘shall
it be a porterhouse tonight?”

**Yes, I believe so, and rare, though I think I
did not tako it before," she added, apologetic-
ally. “However—as the waiter took the rest
of the order and went away—'"barring the rare
rorterhonn, everything is quite the same, It's

he very month, you know —early September—
and warm for the scason, as it was then, only”
—ahe broke off suddenly—'‘your clothes wore
two or three shades lighter.”

“How in the world do you recall that?"

“0Oh, I remember thinking that after we
were married I should advise you to choase
somewhat darker goods, which look well longer
than lighs ones.™

Mr. Firench found himself wondering in a
v-"u way, as he caught this glimpse of his
wilfo's generalship, if possibly the advising pro-
oess had extended beyond his clothes, but be-
fore he had time to formulate o mental opinion
Mrs. Firench was speaking again,

*But, Gregory," she was saying, *‘what do
yon?l‘uppm we talked about years and years

o A}

*‘I really don't know—the weather possibly,”
replied he, somewhat literally, *‘and, though
this is actual, not reminlscent, it looks very
much like raln a$ this momont.”

*It does, indoed—a thunder storm, too,” as-
sented his wife; then, anxiously, I do hope
your sister is afraid of lightning.”

“Yes," submitted Mr. I'french with a rising
inflection.

“‘Because then she will be sure to close all
windows and doors and it is so miuch safer, I
ought to have asked her that"—her tone grew
full of care—‘‘oh, dear, it 18 such & responsi-
bility to leave children. I thought I made ar-

meunts for every Qouiblo emergency,"

“You certainly did,” her husband roplied,
“g0 long as your strength and time lasted. You
called back directions until wo had turned the
corner and then you sank back in the carriage
bteathless.- Don't worty; Belle will look aftor
vverything, and," he continued, as her face re-
tained its troubled look, ‘I don’t think at that
othér dinner we discussed my sister or the chil-
dren, either.” '

Mrs. Ffrench laughed and the meal went on.

They were sipping their coffee, with the
waiter lingering at that discreet distance which
is compatible in a waiter’s mind with a coming
departure, when Mrs, Ffréench had another
wave of reminiscence.

“I'vo been watching our waiter,” she said
slowly, “and, do you know, his face becomes
more and more familiar. It hardly scems pos-
sible—yet bo B not so very {:n.g either—and
its ouly ten years ago—1I do bolieve, ry,"”
she finished with enthusiasm, ‘‘heis the ti-
cal man who served us before. I mmt to

with hi-i;lkud the waiter, who seen
Firench's of interest, approached in-

A :
“No," the lady when he was beside her,
Yiwe want more, but have you not been
here some time; ‘¢ Ag .
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ONE GUOD ACT THROWN AWAY.

Why Noodles Has Declared That He Will
Be a Good Samaritan No More.

OW prevalent a vice is ingrat-
itnde!” exelaimed Noodles at
the Platypus Ciud night be-
fore last. “Upon my word,
there are somoe fellows for
whom rou can put vourself
out toan indefinite extent. and
they will uot even manifest
an acknowledgment of the ser-
vice.”

“Why., what's up now, old
man?’ queried onc of the other
. men in the crowd. among
whom was a writer for Tax

Stan,

“I'll tell you. You know that fellow Tipple-
kins, of course. He never was in our set, but
his own friends have dropped him on aceount
of his drinking habite. 1 was shocked & fort-
night ago to find him living up in a fourth-
story bed room, six feot by eight, in a third-
rate lodging house on Peunnsylvania avenue,
Before be had spent the few thousand dollars
bhe camo wnto when he was twenty-one he used
to cut such a dash in ths way of good clothes
and horses and such thinzs that the contrast

was painful. At all events, I found him one
night about a week ago on the strect unable
to walk withont assistance. He couldn't say
anyibing intelligible, but I had been invited
by him up to bis room » week before, where he
sat on the bed while [ took the only three-
legged chair, snd so 1 knew where he hung
out.”

**So you took him home, eh?”

“I regret to say that I did. 1t was only two
blocks away and I found no difficulty iz get-
ting him that far: but the trouble was to get
him upstairs. The nour was past midnight
and I thought we were in luck to find the front
door of the lodzing house on the latch. I got
him as far as the bottom of the stairs after
some preliminary dificulty with the front steps
and then enme the tug of war. The desirable
thing seemod to be to get him up to bis
room without exciting attention. and to do
this I was obliged to push him up one
atep and pull him up the mext for three
long flights. He is a rather heavier man
than I am, you know, and the job took me fully
three-quarters of aun hour, By the time I had
got him iato his room, thoe location of which 1
remembered from my previous wvisit, I was
utterly exhausted. Neverthelgss, I felt the en-
couragement of having done a noble and un-
selfish nction, as I laid him out on the bed,
lighted the gas, turned it down to a bead, put a
pillow under his head and departed, shutting
the door behind me. I think that you your-
selves will admit my behavior to hiave been
magnanimouns, 1o say the least of it.” 5

*Dear boy, you behaved most worthily."” said
the other men, as Noodles gazed around him
for approval,

“So I considered.” admitted Noodles. *Bat
when I do u decent thing I ruther expect some
appreciation of it to be manifested by the
person benefited.”

“You mean to say that he never thanked
yon?"

“Not only did I not receive any thanks, but
the next time I met Tippleking, which was yes-
terday, he seemed indisposed to recognize me.
I thought it was an accident and accested him,
saying that I didn't sup he remembered
how he got home the other might, but that it
had given me much pleasure to see to his safe
conveyauce,

“ ‘Well." he replied. ‘d—n your eyes. I wish
that in future you would mind your own busi-
ness,’

*+Good heavens!" I exclaimed, aghast.
‘What can you mean? Are you aware that I
took you home and put yon to bed?

**“You meant well, I
care say.’ said Tipple-
bins, still angrily: -but
it 50 bappened that I
had been fired out of
that lodging house
nearly a week before.
A printer who had
the room I used to
occupy came home
about 2 a.m,—at least,
I believe thatsuch was
the case—and, find-
‘ing me in has apart-
ment, woke up the
landlord, Atallevents,
the lamdiord, who is
the bouncer of his own
establishment, drag-
ged me up at whatI
judge to bave bpeen
about that hour and
kick me sil the
way down the three
flights of stairaand out

VESTIGATES, of the front door into
the gutter, where I was compelled to repose for
the rest of the night. He was annoyed with
me beeause I had not paid him seven weeks'
rent. You haven't got a dollar you want to
lend, have you? No? Well, then, I will bid
you good day.’

“And with that,” andded Noodles, *Tipgle-
kins walked into a gin mill and left me stand-
ing on the sidewalk.”

*“5o that's all the thanks you got?/" queried
Puppsby.

**Absolutely, by ged!" replied Noodles dis-
gustedly. ‘“‘And I tell you what it is, fellows,
it is tho last timo I'll ever attempt the good
Samaritan act.™

YOUNG ARISTOCRATS DISGRACED.

Sclons of Nobility Scored by the Dean
of an Oxford College.

From the Churchman,

There is excitement and deep indignation in

the ranks of the British aristocracy. The dean
of Christ Church College, Oxford, has in-
sinuated that it is going down to the lowest
abyss of degredation and carrying with it the
honor and greatness of England. This severo
disciplinarian, annoyed by the frequent cases
of intoxication and lewdness reported to him,
“called up" some recently arrived Eton col-
legians, all of whom are sons of lords, baronets,
ambassadors and representatives of wealth
generally, BSaid he: “Students of Christ
Church—1I wish 1 could also say young gentlo-
men—the time has come to call you to very
serious account, It pains me to reccive re-
ports that you so behave yourselvos within the
precinets of this seat of learning—whench have
arisen some of England's greatest and noblest
men—as: to be called a nuisance and disturbers
of the common peace. Your brawls and in-
discrotions scandalize the residents, whose
wives and daughters fear you as they would
BAY animals of the lower order.
# ““You consider that because you are tho sons
of nobility you are entitled to extravagant lib-
erty, to be distended to vulgar license, You
are laboring under the delusion from which
you may have a very rude awakening. This
college 1s not intended for well-born dunces
such as you,

“You arée not content with manly rocreation
such as your forefuthers delighted to enjoy—
the plensures of the field, of the river, of home.
You court flercer and disreputable pleasures—

ng to excess in public places, to show

our quality, it is said; gambliug in gilded par-
ors. to show how wealthy you are; following
after women whose preseuce by the side of
your mothers and sisiers you would resent as
contagious contact. Yet you donot hesitate to

lace yourselves on a level with them and lay a

oundation for degradation which must follow
you through life.

“What husbands and fathers of the future!
It is such as yon who have demoralized tutcrs
and guardians who have toadied to wealth and
position for personal benefit. You sbould be
poor and gtrmiin;. You are,

THE POOTRIETOR IN-

examples to the
1 repeat, only a

Written for Tie EvExixe STAR:
FROM “THE PLAINS.”

An Old Mummy and Her Pickaniany
Come to Town.

I was recently returning from a business
trip np the Midlapd road when my attention
was attracted to a couple who boarded the
train at “The Plains.” I bad roused mysel!
from wmy comfortable position to see if any
passengers should get on; and my curiosity was
gratified when I saw Oapt. Billy Payne, the
well-known conductor, assisting an elderly
colored woman, laden with parccls which out-
numbered those of Mr. Yeter Magnus, to
scramble up the steps. She was followed by a
small boy, $0 bluck that his skm was dull, but
with a face intelligent and bright. After cou-
siderable difficulty this interesting coaple
sclected the seat iu front of me, and, as is usual
with travelers of their color, proceeded to eat
peanuls,

At that early hour of the morning” the coun-
try looked very lovely, but the conversation of
my neighbors distracted my attention from the
benutics of nature,

“Mammy,” said the small boy, with his
mouth full of peanuts, “what make dis yer
train go?™

“‘Somethin' pull it, chile,” she said, and com-

lacently smoothed a wrinkle out of the ban-

nna bandkerchief she carried by the exact
center,

“Mammy, what pull it?" Her expression
cliu::’xed thoughtful to severe as she re-
plied: %

It is de Lord’s will for dis yer train to go.
an’ it go. Doun you be qnesterfvin’ of what
de Lord see fit to do. You 2at dem peanuts,”

As the peanuts had all vanished the small
boy was unable to obey this command, bul be
subsided temporarily and I settled myself for
nap.

“Alexandria!” shounted the conductor, as the
train slacked, and I expected my friends to
leave me, but they evidently had no idea of it.
Turning arounnd 1o me the old woman said:

“Mister, kin you tell me how fur it is to
Washin'ton?™

“*Seven miles,” I answered,

*Am't we goin’ to Washington, mammy?”

“Yes, honey,”

And when we arrived there I helped her ont
with her numerous bundles and bade her
adicu.

IN TOWX,

That afternoon as I was on my way home
from thooffice I saw the sarme couple, with all the
bundles and some more neanuts, on the avenue,
not far from the White lonse, and overheard a
frugment of their conversation.

*Yes, honey; dis is a good house; dis is the
Presden’s honse, 50 dey tell me, and be is &
good Presden.”

“How vou know dat?”

“Case he's a ‘Fuhli.crm. and de "publicans ix
de frends ob culled folke. Why, nigger, dis
ver Preaden am such a good frem and such a
good "publican you might almost take him for
a culled pusson. He ain't no low demo-'Fo'
Gaud!” she cried, and I involuntarily turned
to see the cause of this emphatic ejaculation.
She was pointing her finger in astomshment as
a stylish little turnout going down the avenue
driven by a very preity girl-the footman
seated behind her,

*“Fo' de Land! Look at dat! Chile, I hearn
tell o' uppish niggers—niggers what thinks
they's got book learnm’ like white folks—but I
never ‘spected to live to see dat black nigger a
settin’ in & kerrige an' a sweet voung white
lady for his coachman! De Laud have merey
ou her. Why my o!d mars'er would turn in
!lm' grave if he suspicioned anything hke

at!"

1 smiled and passed on by, leaving her shak-
ing her head over such a state of affairs.

AT THE CIRCUS,

I saw them onoe more. It was at the circus,
They were eating peanuts as usual.

The boy was delighted with the horses and
seemed carried away with the riding of a cer-
tain young person gauzily attired,

“Am’t dat gran’, mammy?” he said, just as
my own boys clapped their hands with delight,

*Yes, honey, dis is a "markable place. 1 don’t
know as I likes de way dem ladies dress, but
city fasLions ain’t like country fashions. Ladies
don't dress dat way at deo Plains,”

And now come forth the great juggler. who
could do all manner of things, and m answer

to the re d inquiry of *how kin dat gem-
'1:"“ do dat” came the 1eply, *The Lord 'nable
’m-QI

Finally a letter from the pocke: of & man in
the audience was given the performer. This
letter he read, word for word, through three
blankets, !

The old lady watched bhim with increasing
indignation,

“Mammy, dat man got good eves.”

“Yes, honey,” she said, rising and gathering
her skirts around her with dignificd wrath,
“he have dat, and I'se gwine. I'se gwine,
Come on chile. Dis ain’t no place for us, I'se
gwine."”

Riding on the Cow-Catcher of an En-
gine in the Northwest.

“Ten or twelve years ago, in 78 or '79, a
young man, who had braved the cyclones and
refrigerated climate of the northwest for some-
thing over thirty seasons, was serving in the
capacity of paymaster for the construction
hands on a new railroad line in northern Min-
nesota,” said a westorn M. C. to & Sram re
porter. “In passing ovgr the road it wasoften
his daring habit to sit on the cow-catcher and
get the first breath as the train bounded along
around curves, through cuts and over the
trestles of deep raviues. His life was insured
to cover all accidents for the benefit of his
family, and little did he seem to care whether
it was long drawn out or suddenly cut short.
His animal spirits were at full play and it was
life emough to live, One day as he was riding
along iu that manner his engine stopped at a
junction and an elderly gentieman of rotuud
form, smooth, kindly facc. broad-brimmed hat
agd linen duster, climbed off & train that had
just arrived and coming to the young pay-
master inguired if there was not room
in front for two. ‘It's like hanging
onto the cornice of h——1' was the re-
ply, ‘but if you like the job there’s always
room for one more.' ‘We may all need
a little practice of that and with your conscnt
I'll take a turn at it now,’ responded the
elderly man in a merry tone and manner that
betraved at once a witty and enltured mind,
He was quickly seated, for the engine was
roady to pull out, and soon with their mner
arms locked together and clinging to the iron
borse with their other hands they were gallop-
ing away, the crisp autumn air whistling about
them in their flight. The scenery there is rug-
ged, and at that season of the year the foliage
ol the woods has a beauty unknown in a south-
ern climate, The old man draunk it all in and
by questioning his companion, who had dwelt
80 long among those western wilds, gathered a
rich swre of iuformation. Inturn he told of
trips over the Alps in language and manner so
entertaining as to awaken in hus young comrade-
in-arms a very profound admiration. ‘Sure
thing the old geni's no slonch or tenderfoot."
he mused to himscl! as they

or miles the in that man-

ner, t wmbd in cznvaruuon, till their
engine stopped for a drink. Then they retired
to a car that was attached, and as the paymas-
ter's destination had been rcached he ex-
to the stran the pleasure received

m his unexpec company, and handing
him a card received oue in exchnnie. The

scriplof thatcity. Besides being a wit of the
Clover Club he is a gourmes of note and is fa-
mous as the inventor of a novel form of reed
mwm:‘.u'n made in & deep pan,
I‘im ﬂﬂ&slﬂiﬁmlﬂ
this he puts two ' chickens, two
dozen small ﬁ-":-l S mr of
fresh bacon fine, po-
X T Ry
=.lll| it to cook and
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